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Appropriation Request 
May Give Coast Guard 
First Organized Reserve 


Thanks to an extra $1,000,000 
marked by Congress, the Coast Guard 
soon may first Organized 
Reserve. 

Supplemented by the existing volunteer 
Reserve program, the new Reserve would 
be comparable to those of the other armed 
forces and be established along similar 


ear- 


boast its 


lines as money allows. 

The Service originally sought $4,000,- 
000 to set up an organization that would 
permit a central training program and 
attendant administration, in addition to 
certain monetary allowances to individ- 
uals. Heretofore its potential man- 
power supply, as far as veterans are 
concerned, has been limited to a loosely 
knit, volunteer group in which pro- 
fessional proficiency was largely an 
individual matter. 

Inasmuch as the appropriation was 
asked on the basis of need for port. se- 
curity, emphasis will be placed on estab- 
and training organized port 
security units in the larger coastal ports. 
However, provision will be made for re- 


lishing 


fresher training of a limited number of 
officers men in other categories. 
Owing to procurement and _ outfitting 
costs, plus administrative expense, the 
number of personnel to receive training 
with pay would be limited. 

It is estimated 160,000 enlisted per- 
sonnel, including former regulars, re- 
servists, and SPARS, are eligible for the 
Volunteer Reserve, from which the Or- 
ganized Reserve would be drawn. Efforts 
will be made to reenlist a minimum of 


and 
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40,000 in the near future so that there 
will be an overflow of candidates when 
the goal of 26,000 organized reservists 
is authorized by any subsequent authori- 
zation. Officers in the Volunteer Reserve 
now number 4,136. 

The entire Reserve program, of course, 
is subject to drastic changes in the event 
of a national emergency. Planning to 
date, however, has been on a peacetime 
although the alternatives pre- 
sented by any hostilities are being con- 
sidered. 


basis, 


Service Seeks Average 
of 440 “Boots” Monthly 


seginning with a goal of 480 enlist- 
ments in August, and tapering down to 
400 from April 1952 through June, the 
Coast Guard hopes to enlist approxi- 
mately 5,000 men during the current fiscal 
year to overcome special shortages and 
normal attrition. The average monthly 
enlistment figure would be 440. 

Experience has shown that there is a 
great difference between applications for 
enlistment and the enlistment itself. In 
the 34 months from July 1947 through 
April 1950, a grand total of 59,637 men 
applied, but only 14,481 were actually en- 
listed. Of the remainder, 13,658 were 
rejected for physical reasons, and 20,990 
were turned down for other reasons. The 
balance was acceptable, but did not enlist. 

The enlisted recruiting picture con- 
tinues brighter, with 431 men being ac- 
cepted in comparison with the 289 
enlistments produced in May. 

The Coast Guard began the past fiscal 
year with an excess of enlisted personnel 
owing to a reduction of 360 in its au- 
thorized strength. This condition pre- 
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Reserve Lieutenant (jg) Yvette Kovary (Mrs. John) of Venice, Calif., piloted her 


FLYING SPAR RESERVIST FINISHES SEVENTEENTH IN AIR DERBY 
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Mooney M-18L to seventeenth place in the All-Women Trans-Continental Derby 


from San Diego to Greenville, S. C. 


Kovary had logged 220 hours. 


vailed until January 1950, and was dve 
to continue through March in order to 
balance the previous excess. At tliis 
time, however, a flood of discharges under 
the provisions of the Career Compensa- 
tion Act of 1949 sent enlisted strength 
down rapidly; in addition, the Service 
had to offer early discharge to the men 
who enlisted for 4 years during the pe- 
riod of April 1947 through June 1948. 

Owing to the reduction in the length of 
original enlistments, the Coast Guard was 
faced with the expiration of 12,000 en- 
listments in fiscal year 1952, plus the 
usual annual losses due to retirement and 
special discharge. This would have en- 
tailed the recruitment of roughly 800 
men per month, followed by recruit train- 
ing and advanced training in the various 
petty officer specialities. 


The plane, sponsored by Reserve officers, was 
the smallest in the race—which had 35 entries. 


Prior to the race, Lieutenant 


By offering early discharges to the 
4-year enlistees, one-quarter of the ex- 
pirations were transferred to fiscal year 
1951, a year in which only 3,000 expira- 
tions are due under normal conditions. 
This action is expected to divide the loan 
on training and recruiting facilities and 
thus avoid the task of trying to absorb, 
during one calendar year, nearly 10,000 
recruits in a service of about 20,000 men. 


The Comptroller General has ruled that 
the phrase, “highest federally recognized 
rank, grade, or rating, whether under a 
permanent or temporary appointment, 
satisfactory held,” as used in Section 
511 of the Career Compensation Act, con- 
templates only the service in which re- 
tired, and does not apply to ranks, grades 
or ratings in any of the other Services. 
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ast Guard tn, Wife 
ace to Save «© grvivors 


A , Coast Guar an stationed at 
Gloucester, Mass., : his wife joined 
forces to help in the »scue of 12 persons 
from a 70-foot schooner after it hit a reef 
an@é went down at the nearby Eastern 
Point breakwater. . 

) Both were in the h _boat station when 
they heard the “crunching” as the vessel 
hit the breakwatei.,;Each grabbed a 
number of flashlights and ran down the 
akwater for nearly a half-mile. Nine 
he twelve passengers were found at- 
tempting to climb the slick rocks. 

Mrs, William Dawe, the wife, arrived 
in time to save one woman who had fallen 
on the rocks and was starting to slide 
into the sea. Both women teetered back 
and forth for a few breathless seconds 
until Mrs. Dawe finally regained her bal- 
ance and started the long pull to safety. 

The three passengers who remained 
aboard were taken off by a picket boat. 
The schooner, out of Marblehead, was en 
route to the annual Bermuda yacht races. 


“Stay in Channels” Word 
To Inactive Reservists 


Inactive Coast Guard Reserve officers 
‘-ho write to major conmands of other 
irmed for informational ma- 
terial or guidance, whether it be for 
themselves or units to which they are 
regulation 


services 


attached. guilty of a 
violation. 

The Office of Personnel, disturbed about 
this practice, has called attention of all 
fact it is a violation. 
Such letters, it explained, should be 
routed via the district commander 
through the usual channels for official 
correspondence. 

If the district commander has the de- 
Sired information, he may reply direct 
to the writer instead of forwarding the 
letter. If such reply is not satisfactory 
to the reservist, he may resubmit the let- 
ter through channels and it will be 
forwarded to the addressee throngh 
channels, 


are 


reservists to the 


2 Women Stand Watch 
On Converted Cutter 
Bound for British Port 


Two women, one a mother accompanied 
by her 12-year-old son and the other a 
bride of an Army lieutenant, began stand- 
ing sea watches as crew members when 
a converted 83-foot ex-Coast Guard cut- 
ter cleared Norfolk recently en route to 
London, England. 

The 55-ton craft, named the Windsom, 
is powered by Diesel engines and had 
been fitted with 650 square feet of sail 
by her owner, an Air Force 
ordered to foreign duty. The lieutenant 
is acting as navigator. The mother, a 
the Chinese Em- 
Was to serve as 


colonel 


former secretary in 
bassy, Washington, 
pharmacist and chief cook as well as sea- 
man. 

The were 
seasickness pills and the stabilizing ac- 
tion of a gaff-rigged sail at the stern tc 
carry them through. 

The stern canvas was the only one 
planned for use. In addition to maintain- 
ing the craft on a fairly even keel, the 
mizzen Was expected to curb her 
tendency to present her fantail to the 
wince. 

4 large, square mainsail carried amid- 


voyagers relying on anti- 


sail 


Ships was to be broken out only in emer- 
ge.cy. The mainsail rig, it was reported, 
varied little from that used by Colum- 
bus, and the crew agreed not to experi- 
ment with it unless necessity arose. 

Up-to-date equipment, however, 
cluded a radio direction-finder, a stand- 
ard marine radio, and a_ lifeboat 
emergency transmitter. The Windsom 
was due to visit in Bermuda the 
Azores. 


and 


Coast Guard officer students at the 
Naval War College, Newport, R. I., par- 
annual 
on na- 


ticipated in the College’s second 
roundtable discussions 5-9 June 
tional strategy. 
from all military branches took part in 
the which climaxed 10 
months’ study of the art of naval warfare. 


More than 250 officers 


conference, 
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Letters Praise Decision 
In S. S. Svalbard Case 


Although many of 600 students bound 
for Europe from New York complained 
bitterly when Coast ‘Guard inspectors 
agreed the Norwegian vessel S. S. Sval- 
bard was deficient in some safety stand- 
ards, thereby causing the shifting of the 
passengers to another ship, the Service 
has been praised for its forthright stand. 

The Coast Guard followed up its deci- 
sion with the explanation that it “fully 
appreciated the need and desirability of 
maintaining good relations with such 
valued neighbors as Norway, especially 
as these relations pertain to mutually 
acceptable maritime supervision.” It 
added, “We would consider it most re- 
grettable if this incident should be con- 
strued as any reflection upon the Nor- 
wegian merchant marine, for which we 
have the highest respect.” 

One group of travel agents, represent- 
ing 700 travel salesmen in 44 States and 
Canada, publicly expressed “high praise 
for the courageous action” and asserted 
“the Coast Guard has performed a dis- 
tinctive public service that is consistent 
with the traditions of the 160-year-old 
protector of American life and property.” 
It added, “The zealousness of the Coast 
Guard in protecting the lives of hundreds 
of Americans should be a source of great 
comfort to parents throughout the coun- 
try.” 

Among commendatory letters received 
was an appreciation from two sisters in 
the Svalbard’s original party for the 
Service’s “prompt and unequivocal ac- 
tion.” They said the loss of friends in 
a recent maritime disaster “brought home 
to us the necessity for rigid inspection.” 





Headquarters announced the adoption 
of a Navy directive relative to security 
measures, including precautions against 
possible sabotage at installations and 
aboard ships. All districts were in- 
structed to comply. 


The Cedar (WAGL-207) was placed 
out of commission 29 June at Seattle, 
Wash., and marked for disposal. 
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Miles of Wire Increase 
425 Percent in 10-Year Span 


In 1939, the Coast Guard operated 
about 4,000 circuit miles of wire com- 
munications. Ten years later, it is re 
ported, approximately 17,000 miles of 
such communications were being 
operated. 

Not only was the mileage more than 
quadrupled, but it was accomplished with 
a significant decrease in relative man- 
power owing to technical advances in 
modern automatic repeater stations and 
carrier frequency equipment applied dur- 
ing the decade. Whereas in 1939 the cost 
was one man for every 43 miles of wire, 
10 years later the cost was one man for 
every 96 miles. 


Pair May Get Call to 
Whaling Inspector Duty 


Headquarters has requested applica- 
tions from one lieutenant, and one com- 
missioned warrant or warrant officers in 
the boatswain grade, to serve as inspec- 
tors in view of the strong possibility that 
the Coast Guard will be called upon to 
enforce the provisions of the Whaling 
Convention of 1948. 

Tentative plans call for the selected 
pair to report to Headquarters in Sep- 
tember for a period of about 1 month in 
preparation for the assignment. Fol- 
lowing this, they would proceed to Ger- 
many to join the factory ship which is 
expected to be engaged in whaling in the 
Antarctic from late December to April. 


Air Station Exhibit 
Seen by Visiting Pilots 

Nearly 2,000 pilots and airmen of the 
Coast Guard, Navy, Marines, Air Force, 
and domestic and foreign pilots have 
seen an exhibit of search and rescue 
equipment as part of survival training 
conducted by the Coast Guard Air Sta- 
tion, Floyd Bennett Field, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Coast Guard ordnancemen prepared 
the exhibit from Navy, Air Force, and 
commercial airline equipment. 

This summer's training at Floyd Ben- 
nett is scheduled to include “wet drills.” 
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Reserve, Auxiliary Made 
Separate Components 


Effective 1 July, in Headquarters, the 
Reserve and Auxiliary Division was abol- 
ished, and the Reserve Division and the 
Auxiliary Division were substituted. 
Both units continue within the Office of 
Personnel. 

Simultaneously, in district offices, ad- 
ministration of the Reserve program was 
divorced from the Personnel Division and 
vested in a “director of the Reserve” 
who reports to the district commander 
through his chief of staff. That part of 
the Reserve program involving its tem- 
porary component, formerly assigned to 
the director of the auxiliary, goes under 
the new Reserve director. 


Ex-Reservist is Chosen 
Delaware Draft Chief 


A former Coast Guard Reserve officer 
in July was sworn in as State draft di- 
rector of Delaware, the youngest to hold 
such a job in the Nation. 

Douglass W. Troll, 27, a graduate of 
Dickinson College at Carlisle, Pa., and 
the USCG Reserve Cadet School at New 
London, was appointed by the President 
on recommendation of Delaware Gov- 
ernor E. N. Carvel. His salary was an- 
nounced as $6,400. 

Troll was appointed a cadet in Feb- 
ruary 1943 and was commissioned the 
following November. He was promoted 
to lieutenant, junior grade, in June 1945, 
and reverted to inactive duty in May 
1946. He separated from the Service in 
December 1946. 


Coat Shoulder Straps 


Navy uniform regulations authorize a 
modification in the design of male, of- 
ficer-type blue raincoats to provide shoul- 
der straps, optional immediately and 
mandatory after 1 July 1952. This 
change will affect all personnel author- 
ized to wear the officer-type raincoat. 
Male officers and warrant officers will 
wear metal grade insignia on the straps 
on and after 1 July 1952. 
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Discharge Review Report 
Shows Slight Increase 


The Board of Review of Discharges and 
Dismissals at Headquarters reviewed 171 
petitions in fiscal year 1950, averaging 
slightly more than 3 a week, a small in- 
crease over cases reviewed the previous 
year. The number of cases considered 
since 1944 is now 1,706. 

Nine hundred and eighteen of the peti- 
tions received have been awarded a 
higher type of discharge. However, it 
was pointed out that this figure is decep- 
tively high, since it includes 550 dis- 
charges under honorable conditions or 
general discharges changed to honorable 
discharges because of a 1947 order re- 
ducing standards for honorable discharge 
from 3.25 to 2.75 in proficiency-in-rating 
and from 3.5 to 3.25 in conduct. Ex- 
cepting these cases, 368 out of 1,156, or 
31.8 percent, have been granted improved 
types of discharge. 

This includes 3 honorable discharges 
corrected, 183 discharges under honor- 
able conditions or general discharges, 119 
undesirable discharges, 60 bad-conduct 
discharges, and 3 dishonorable dis- 
charges. 

Since the establishment of the board 
in 1944, Coast Guard officers have re- 
viewed Coast Guard cases while the serv- 
ice has been under both the Navy and 
Treasury. 


Win Pistol Championship 


The Headquarters’ 15-man pistol team, 
headed by LTJG Stanley H. Hatch, won 
the title of “A” League champions for 
1950 by taking first place for the 1949-50 
firing season in the Washington (D. C.) 
Gallery Pistol League. 

The team took part in 23 league 
matches, winning 18. It competed with 
seven other National Rifle Association 
squads. 

Two team awards, an association gold 
plaque and a league silver plaque, were 
presented Headquarters, and small gold 
plaques went to individual members. 
Regular league firing will be resumed in 
October. 





ILL-FATED EASTWIND BACK IN SERVICE FOLLOWING REPAIRS 
The cutter Hastwind, badly damaged in January 1949 in a collision with the S. S. 
Gulf Stream, has taken her shakedown cruise following considerable repairs at New- 
port News, Va., and reported to her Boston base. Here is a view of her new mess 
deck. Capt. Oliver A. Peterson is the commanding officer. 


Retired Colonel Writes 
Book on Coast Guard 


“Surfman, the Adventures of a Coast 
Guard Dog” is the title and subtitle of 
a book scheduled for initial issue 21 Au- 
gust by its author, Colonel S. P. Meek, 
USA (ret.). 

Although directed to younger readers, 
the book is of considerable Service in- 
terest because of its narrative description 
of lifesaving activities along the Outer 
Banks and the type of men fitted for this 
work. 

In his preface, the author says the 
idea of such a book was born 20 years 
ago in the wardroom of the Itasca and 
was followed by much personal research, 
chiefly through association and observa- 
tion. Twenty-one Coast Guardsmen are 
cited by name for help and hospitality 
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tendered the author. Many of the inci- 
dents described are based on actual 
experiences. 

Also included in the book is a short 
history of the Service, plus a description 
of Cape Hatteras Light and explanations 
of the phonetic alphabet and Beaufort’s 
Scale. 


The Benzie County (Mich.) Patriot, 
editorially expressing regret that Coast 
Guard Boatswain Ludwig Wedemeyer 
was to be reassigned to Hawaii after 3 
years at Frankfort, Mich., paid tribute 
to his volunteer “beautification” project 
at the Coast Guard station and his abil- 
ity to “make friends for the Coast Guard.” 


CG-83342 was commissioned at Cleve- 





land and assigned to permanent station at 
Muskegon, Mich. 
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Service Rejects Labor 
Offer of Young Texan 


His letter contained errors in spelling 
and construction and his scrawl was typi- 
eal of a grade school student, but the 
offer of a 10-year-old San Antonio Texan 
to work for the Coast Guard couldn’t 
have been presented in better form. He 
knew what he wanted! 

The Eighth District Office finally con- 
sidered the unsolicited application of one 
Philip Flathouse, who was “10 years old 
on the 17th of April.” 

Philip said he was looking for a job 
around planes or boats, and a possibility 
existed that he might want to take pic- 
tures of fish and birds. He specified that 
if the Coast Guard would furnish him 
with a “room of my own” where he could 
bring 3 friends to show them around, 
provide him with food and guarantee him 
a sum of $5.95 weekly, he would consider 
a contract. He indicated the $5.95 salary 
was subject to an additional provision 
allowing him two weekends per month. 
Eventually, he said, he intended to be- 
come a gunner or a pilot, and thereupon 
accurately reproduced with pencil the 
CAA ground-to-air emergency “coade”’ to 
prove his ability and interest. 

The Coast Guard replied at length in 
a tactful rejection of the offer, pointing 
out that in some 7 years Philip should 
renew his application and complimenting 
him on his enterprise. The youth also 
was given books and pictures, plus a 
year’s subscription to the Coast Guard 
Magazine. 


2 Approved for RADM 


Captain Harold L. Bradbury, who suc- 
ceeded RADM Louis B. Olson 
mander of the First Coast Guard District, 
Boston, and Captain Roy L. Raney, assist- 
ant chief of the Office of Merchant Marine 
Safety, were nominated by the President 
to be rear admirals. Both were later 
confirmed. 





as com- 


Trials were satisfactorily completed on 
the Eastwind on 1 June, following the re- 
pair of collision and fire damage. 
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Red Cross Report Lauds 
Coast Guard Helicopter 
Performance in Floods 

An official American Red Cross report 
on the North Dakota-Minnesota 
fioods stated that although “stories of 
individual heroism * * * were quite 
commonplace during the tense periods of 
the the Coast Guard heli- 
copter stole the spotlight, however, in 


recent 


emergency, 


actual emergency rescue.” 

Pilot Robert Bracken, it explained, 
rescued two children from an isolated 
farm home. “It was necessary for him 
and his mechanics to wade in water up 
to their armpits to carry the children 
from the home to the plane, while the 
other person held the plane at a muddy 
according to the report, 
“and this particular rescue was made ip 
a 45-mile-an-hour spring blizzard.” 

Bracken, in all, was credited with sav- 
ing the lives of six people, while Lt. D. 


cross roads,” 


Gershowitz raised the total to seven by 
rescuing a 75-year-old man. 

In addition the helicopter carried food- 
stuffs and medicine to isolated families, 
plus ferrying of telephone and power 
linemen to isolated breaks. Red Cross 
Director P. J. Murphy also cited LTJG 
Charles Longford and Lt. J. E. Edwards 
for excellent service as relief pilots. 

LTJG Bracken recently was officially 
commended for “meritorious service” in 
connection with an air crash in eastern 
Pennsylvania. He set his helicopter down 
in a small clearing, hiked a half-mile in 
rugged country to the crash scene, helped 
an injured survivor and an Air Force 
paramedic hurt in his fall and finally 
directed their transfer to a waiting am- 
bulance. 

The annual Coast Guard Academy 
training cruise for cadets, which began 
4 June from New London, was completed 
The Eagle and Campbell, 
comprising the squadron, visited Amster- 


on 8 August. 


dam, Antwerp, LaCoruna, Lisbon, Casa- 
blanca, and Funchal, cruising about 9,000 
miles. 
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Admiral Smith Literally 


Sails Into Retirement 

Rear Adm. E. H. Smith, retired 1 July 
after 40 years’ service, observed his final 
day of active duty by puttering around 
a new 30-foot power boat in New York 
Harbor and finally getting under way in 
the late afternoon for Woods Hole, Mass., 
where he since has taken up duties as 
director of the Oceanographic Institute. 

The boat first was taken on two trial 
runs in the harbor, with members of the 
Smith family and well-wishers alternat- 
ing as passengers. 

The occasion was not without formal- 
ity, however. A helicopter circled over- 
head as the trip started, and two tugs 
and a cutter formed a line as far as the 
Statue of Liberty. A_ city fireboat 
sprayed water in the air, and various 
nearby ships and ferryboats whistled 
greetings. 

The only disappointment was abandon- 
ment of a cherished plan to do some fish- 
ing en route. The admiral had brought 
along his reels—but the rods had been 
packed in the moving van. 


Service Attorneys May 
Get Zone Assignments 


The new uniform Code of Military 
Justice which requires greater partici- 
pation by qualified legal personnel may 
result in individual Coast Guard officer- 
attorneys being assigned to more than 
one district to spread the workload. The 
current number of such legal advisers 
within the Service is limited. 

The code provides that the convening 
authority (usually the district com- 
mander in the case of general courts) 
shall have the advice of an attorney in 
initiating and approving pretrial and 
posttrial steps. General courts require 
a minimum of three attorneys, the law 
member, the trial counsel or prosecutor, 
and the defense counsel. 

It is hoped, however, with the enlarged 
jurisdiction of special or intermediary 
court under the code, that it will be un- 
necessary to resort frequently to general 
court proceedings in the Coast Guard. 


Chain Stopper Device 
Saves Tender’s Sinker 


A mechanical chain stopper and safety 
lead (described in Vol. 5, No. 6, BULLETIN) 
was responsible for saving a 4,000-pound 
sinker and attached chain, and possibly 
averted injury to personnel, according to 
Lt. Cdr. N. P. Thomsen of the 180-foot 
buoy tender Tupelo in the Ninth Distriet 
at Toledo. 

While his vessel was relieving a buoy, 
he reported, the one and one-quarter-inch 
mooring chain parted approximately 10 
feet inboard from the experimental de- 
vice. The ship’s boom was approximately 
amidships at the time, and a second-class 
can was being brought across the deck. 

A 2-ton sinker was attached to the 
mooring, and as the chain parted it 
slipped back only “one or two” links be- 
fore being caught and secured in the 
stopper. 

“Since installation of this device,” ac- 
cording to Lieutenant Commander Thom- 
sen, “this is the first casualty of this 
nature under actual working conditions. 
Had this casualty occurred under operat- 
ing conditions where subject device was 
not being used as a safety lead, serious 
injuries to personnel on the buoy deck 
might have resulted therefrom, in addi- 
tion to loss of sinker and chain attached. 
In the annual relieving of buoys, the part- 
ing of buoy chain at the chafe, while 
hoisting the sinkers on board, is not un- 
common, the chain often being worn 
paper thin.” 

The Tupelo crew experimented more 
than a year with various scale-size models 
and finally a working model, before instal- 
lation of the device aboard ship was 
authorized. 


Lt. Cdr. Malcolm S. Boylan, USCGR 
(Ret.) Los Angeles, Calif., the first mem- 
ber of the Coast Guard Auxiliary to be 
enrolled under the Reserve Act of 1989, 
has just been informed his first novel has 
been accepted for publication. It is “Tin 
Sword” and will appear in October. 
Commander Boylan has been a screen 
writer for 30 years. 
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HELICOPTER RECONNAISSANCE SHOWS FLOOD DAMAGE IN NORTH 


This view of a submerged area between Grand Forks and Pembina, N. Dak., as seen 
from a Coast Guard helicopter on mission, is evidence of damage caused by floods. 
Automobiles, farm implements, granaries, and other property were moved to the 
country road, the only high ground for miles. 


Loran Personnel Down 


The numbers of persons necessary to 
the operation of a Loran station has been 
cut approximately in half in 5 years, 
thanks to the evolution of automatic syn- 
chronizers, alarms, and new postwar 
transmitters. 

Originally each required an average of 
about 20 men, a third of which was sup- 
porting and the remainder mostly watch- 
standing, quasi-technical personnel. Now 
the watch standers average about 6 or 8, 
and the supporting personnel from 4 to 5. 

A trial establishment is being made of 
a new Loran rate on the east coast which 
will require no additional watch stand- 


ing personnel, but will require technical 
service on an “on Call” basis. 


Service Engineering 
Projects Are Announced 


Engineering projects of general Service 
interest have been announced. 

These projects include a radically new 
design of buoy boat conceived by First 
District personnel which is at the draft- 
ing-room stage. This design uses a ramp 
bow, and can be used for cable laying. 
It is intended to speed the handling of 
small buoys several times over existing 
designs. 

The concept of revising design of buoys 
so that structural elements provide bet- 
ter radar and visual targets is being de- 
veloped. Twenty unlighted buoys of one 
design based on this concept are under- 
going service tests in two districts. Ex- 
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tension of the concept to lighted buoys 
is in the design stage. 

New tools and materials promise a 
material reduction in the workload com- 
monly lumped under “soogeeing, chipping, 
and painting.” Large scale tests are ex- 
pected sometime in fiscal year 1952. 

A thorough review of paints and pre- 
servatives now available indicates the 
cost of maintenance of hulls of wooden 
boats may be reduced as much as 50 per- 
cent. Revised maintenance methods are 
in the offing. 

The Fifth District will be the first to 
convert to a new buoy maintenance pro- 
gram, with others to follow after key 
personnel have been indoctrinated. Re- 
painting will be conducted at 2-year in- 
tervals instead of annually, with 
repaint work anticipated 
longer interval. 

Tests of the 24-foot modified LCVP- 
type cargo boat, with a hull of fiberglass 
laminate, indicate such potentialities 
that use of this material for Coast Guard 
small boats is being thoroughly investi- 
gated. The material reportedly has 
about five times the “give before crack- 
ing” over wood, and resists dents better 
than metal. It requires far less mainte- 
nance than wood or metal, can be fabri- 
eated at lower than and 
does not rot or rust. 


less 


despite the 


costs either, 


Chemical Advisory Panel 
Aiding Marine Council 

Increasing evidence that many chemi- 
“al compounds used in large quantities by 
modern industry are being handled in 
bulk shipments by water has resulted in 
the formation of a chemical panel of 
consultants to the Merchant Marine 
Council. 

The panel representation from 
manufacturing chemists, certain shipping 
companies engaged in transportation of 
this type of cargo, American Bureau of 
Shipping, and the American Petroleum 
Institute. The transportation of acetone 


has 


cyanohydrin and phenol already has been 
studied, in addition to a construction code 
for the carrying of certain inflammable 
and combustible liquids. 
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New Identification Card 
Issue Begins 1 October 


The new identification card approved 
for use of all armed forces will be issued 
to the Coast Guard beginning about 1 
October. Complete distribution will be 
made within an estimated 2 years, after 
which the present card will be invali- 
dated. 

The card is identical for all services 
except for the block containing the seal 
and return address of the individual serv- 


ice. Provision is made for a small photo- 
graph and considerably more detailed 


information concerning the holder. 
Active duty personnel cards will have 
green printing on a white background, 
Reserve components not on active duty 
will be identified by red printing. The 
ecards of retired personnel of the regular 
establishment will be suitably identified. 


Air Patrol Rounds Off 
Annual Iceberg Tracking 


Icebergs in the North Atlantic began 
their annual drift southward earlier this 
year—and this menace to shipping closed 
out earlier, too. 

The cutters Tampa and Acushnet com- 
pleted surface patrol on 10 June, leaving 
two four-engine, long-range Coast Guard 
planes to complete the search. The Ever- 
green stayed on to finish an oceanographic 
assignment. 

Ice observation began 24 February, 
when planes began day-to-day reconnais- 
sance as visibility permitted. Surface 
patrol was undertaken 26 March by the 
Acushnet, alternating later with the 
Tampa. 

Ship traffic was shifted south from 
“track CC,” approximate latitude of Bos- 
ton, to “track B,” approximate latitude 
of New York, on 24 March. Normally 
track B is in force from 11 April to 
30 June. 


The annual inspection of power boats 
in the Irondequoit Bay area, near De- 
troit, opened with only one of seven 
inspected craft being found equipped as 
required by law. Warnings were issued. 
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THIRD IN TRIO OF NEW COAST GUARD LIGHTSHIPS LAUNCHED 


Lightship No. 612, the San Francisco, here shown under construction at the Coast 
Guard yard, Curtis Bay, Md., was launched 4 August, Coast Guard Day, with Miss 
Jane Lank, Annapolis, Md., as sponsor. Two other lightships of the same design 


recently were launched at East Boothbay, Maine. 
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Columnist Supports CG 
Boat Inspection Program 


Reporting numerous inquiries about 
the seaworthiness of nearby sport-fishing 
fleets following the tragic sinking of a 
fishing boat off Catalina, a Los Angeles, 
Calif., newspaper columnist assured 
anglers “that such a thing will not hap- 
pen on boats operating from established 
fandings, and for several good reasons.” 

He explained, “These boats are man- 
ned by Coast Guard licensed personnel, 
and undergo annual marine inspections. 
All carry more than the required num- 
ber of life preservers, and some of the 
larger have lift rafts as well. Most craft 


are licensed to carry more passengers 
than allowed aboard at any time, being 
more interested in safety and comfort 
than in extra revenue.” 








Pointing out that “conscientious oper- 
ators” as well as “quick-money outfits” 
are entering the boat-for-hire business, 
the writer asserted “but competition is 
so stiff that only the safest and fastest 
launches lure enough daily trade to make 
it a going thing.” He concluded his 
article with a promise that if manage- 
ments continued known violations of safe 
practice he would relay the information 
to the Coast Guard. 

Although appreciative of such support 
for the Coast Guard safety program, 
Service spokesmen have started to place 
new emphasis on the fact that licensed 
personnel and inspected crafts are no 
positive guarantee against water trage- 
dies. Safe practices by the individual, 
whether’ passenger or crew member, are 
regarded as being equally important. 
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FLORIDA LIGHT, ONCE ATTACKED BY INDIANS, STILL STANDS 


Cape Florida Light on Key Biscayne, Fla., one of the Nation’s oldest lighthouse towers 
and now privately owned, was the scene of a vicious Indian assault 114 years ago 
when the keeper and his attendant were driven to the top by flames and almost 


burned to death. The keeper survived by throwing down a keg of gunpowder on 
his attackers and signaling to two approaching vessels for help. 


J. S$. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFF 














